[The future of laboratory medicine, the future laboratory physician].
Internal and external factors influence the future of laboratory medicine. In the coming years point of care testing and faster and cheaper methods of genome sequencing are predicted to become more important. Changes in laboratory organization and demography with an aging population will likewise impact the coming years. An increased information flow between laboratories and clinicians, where symptoms, findings and vital signs are combined with laboratory results and their change over time, has the potential of generating refined reports. Sharing of equipment between laboratory specialities as well as working in conjunction with clinicians in influencing patterns of testing through guidelines and algorithms may also aid in saving precious resources.